University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2009-03-19

The Weekly Challenger : 2009 : 03 : 19
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2009 : 03 : 19" (2009). Newspaper collection. 12.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/12

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

LOCAL

Ann Sherman-White joins Hospice 3

LOCAL

Carolyn Hill Keynote Speaker 4

SPORTS

Seminoles Get Ready

8

Presort Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL

50¢

NATIONAL

Congressman Lewis remembers 9

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Tampa • Largo • Tarpon Springs • Safety Harbor • Bradenton • Sarasota

VOLUME 41 NUMBER 29

Celebrating Black
Marriage Day
Sunday, March 22

ST. PETERSBUR G Celebrate Black Marriage
Day, Sunday, March 22, from
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. The celebration will be held at the
Carter G. Woodson Museum’s
Legacy Garden.
Black Marriage Day was
established in 2001 to
hi g h l ight the bene fits of
marriage, pay tribute to succe ss ful mar r iages a nd to
promote marriage in the black
community. It was founded by
Nisa Muhammad. “Marriage
activists in more than 250
cities participated in 2008,”
Muhammad stated.
“We’re creating a cultural
shift in the black community
to reconsider marriage and
celebrate the joy that exists in
spite of the pain we
often e x p e r i e n c e , ” s a i d
Muhammad. “It is a proven
fact that black marr ied men
m a k e more money, they are
greater
accumulators
of
wealth, live longer and are

Tribute To
The Life And Service Of
Don McRae

MARCH 19 - MARCH 25, 2009

healthier. Further, successful
marriages free women from
the burden of parenting and
providing at the same time. It
provides children with the
comfort of both financial and
emotional
stability
and
marriage gives children access
to the two most important
people in their lives on a dayto-day basis,” she added.
In Tam pa B ay,
You&Me.WE, a program of
Family Resources, a local non
profit organization whose
focus is to provide programs
that strengthen families, is
sponsoring the 2009 Tampa
Bay Black Marriage Day celebration. It will take place in
conjunction with National
B la ck Marriag e Day o n
S unda y, Ma rch 2 2 . T h e
inaugural members of the
Tampa Bay Marriage Hall of
Fame will be announced at a

MARRIAGE

continued on pg. 4

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Beloved public servant and
community leader, Don McRae
passed away over the weekend.
He began an illustrious career
with the city of St. Petersburg,
after retiring from the military with
a distinguished service record.
Starting in the Police department

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

1975 - The founder and first pilot of air wing, Don McRae

as a Community Improvement
Coordinator in 1972, he also
served in law enforcement as an
Executive Aide I, started and
managed the Aviation Unit
as P u b l i c S a f e t y Av i a t i o n
Coordinator and was later
promoted to Chief of the Training
Division. In 1979, he started his

service in City Hall as Deputy
City Manager, Assistant City
Manager of Public Safety and
Support Services, Interim City
Manager, Assistant City Manager,
and Deputy City Administrator
before retiring from public service
as the Chief of Staff in 2001.
During his tenure with the

City, Mr. McRae paved the way
for many of the city’s AfricanAmerican Administrators.
Among many other civic
achievements, he also founded
the local chapter of the National
Forum of Black Public
Administrators, serving as its first
President in 1983.
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TA L L A H A S S E E –
Governor Charlie Crist named
longtime jurist James E.C. Perry
to the Florida Supreme Court.
Judge Perry, 65, is Gov. Crist’s
fourth appointment to the sevenmember high court. He is the
fourth African-American justice
to serve on the seven-member
state Supreme Court.
“I have given much thought
to appointing Judge Perry to
Florida’s highest court,” said
Governor Charlie Crist. “Our
seven Supreme Court justices
make precedent-setting decisions
on important matters. I am
confident Judge Perry will rule
with restraint, fairness and
humility. He has shown, throughout his personal and professional
life, the ability to balance justice
with humanity.”
Judge Perry has served as a

judge for the 18th Judicial Circuit
serving Seminole and Brevard
counties since 2000, when thenGov. Jeb Bush appointed him as
t h e c i r c u i t ’s f i r s t A f r i c a n American judge. At the time of
the appointment, Gov. Bush said:
“James brings a high level of professionalism, knowledge and skill
to the bench. I am confident that
his expertise, strong commitment
and dedication will continue to be
an asset to the 18th Judicial
Circuit and the state.”
A North Carolina native,
Judge Perry has lived in Florida
for nearly four decades. He
served as a 1st Lieutenant in the
United States Army from 1966
to1969 and decided, on the night
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s assas-

JUSTICE
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

You have probably
heard or read about John and
Maggie Anderson, who live in
Oak Park, Illinois, just west of
Chicago, and their yearlong initiative to make all of their purchases
from black owned businesses.
This couple should be
commended for such an effort and
the sacrifices they are making
to conduct their “Ebony
Experiment.” They are exemplary
of what black people must do to
achieve true economic empowerment.
The Andersons, their tremendous sacrifices notwithstanding,
are doing what Marcus Garvey
and others espoused; they are
showing what can and should be
done by conscious committed
black people all over this country.
As usual, the detractors are
calling the Ebony Experiment
“racist and divisive.” Some even
c o m mented that the y would
“now” only support white businesses. Isn’t that amazing? I
wonder what these same folks call
black people who have for years
supported white owned businesses.
No one ever complains about
the many China Towns, Greek
Towns, and Jewish enclaves that
promote and, indeed, provide
mutual support to their businesses
and consumers. I have never heard
anyone call these people “racists”
and “separatists” nor have I ever
read where anyone ever responded
to these ethnic economic enclaves
by saying they would only buy
from white owned businesses.
Instead, whites and virtually
everyone else support the business

As I noted in my interview
with Mr. Ted Gregory, writer for
the Chicago Tribune, regarding the
Ebony Experiment, this is not the
first effort of its kind, but it is
unique in its experimental aspects.
It could also be unique in its
sacrificial aspects in that the
Anderson family has to drive long
distances to make many of their
purchases from black businesses.
Prior to integration, we did exactly
what we are trying to get back to
today.
There were black cooperative
buying programs, Buy Black
Campaigns, Double-Duty Dollar
campaigns, and other initiatives
that brought black consumers and
business owners together in
support of one another.
Maggie Anderson, who hails
from Liberty City, an all black
community in 1950s, which
t h ri v ed o n m u t u al b u s i n es s
support among black people, is
now doing her best to revive the
economic spirit of her childhood
community. As I noted earlier,
their sacrifice has not come
without naysayer and outright
“haters.”
According to the Tribune
article, among the responses
received by the Andersons was an
anonymous letter mailed to their
home accusing them of
“unabashed, virulent racism.’’ The
writer stated, “Because of you, we
will totally avoid black suppliers.
Because of you, we will dodge
every which way to avoid hiring
black employees.’’
See what I mean? That kind of
thinking is totally misplaced and
hateful. But with $850 billion
dollars on the line, there is no
telling what kind of reactions and
retaliation this family will get

from ignorant, one-sided, and
narrow-minded folks who want to
maintain status quo when it comes
to business development and
growth among AfricanAmericans.
With all of the hurdles and
obstacles they face, this paragon
of a black couple has made a commitment and is following through
on that commitment, which is, on
its own merits, very commendable, especially when it comes to
doing something positive for black
people. They truly deserve our
support. Drop them a line or an email and tell them you appreciate
what they are doing, and then get
involved by starting your own
black buying “experiment” in your
city.
Th r o u g h t h e A n d e r s o n s ’
efforts, black owned businesses
will be discovered by other
consumers, minds will be changed
about buying black, and consciousness will be raised among
black consumers. I trust that
everyone else who reads this
and learns about the Ebony
Experiment will consider what
John Anderson said: “Focusing the
estimated $850 billion annual
black buying power on black businesses strengthens those businesses and creates more businesses,
more jobs and stronger families,
schools and neighborhoods …
When a thriving AfricanAmerican or urban community is
realized, certainly as a society as a
whole, we all win.”
Much love and God speed to
the Anderson family. For more
information on this initiative, go to
www.ebonyexperiment.com.

True Change Is Never Easy
BY DR. DOROTHY HEIGHT
NNPA SPECIAL
COMMENTARY

Over the course of his first few
weeks in office, President Obama
has made brilliant strides to correcting the trajectory of this
nation.
He has made a whole stroke
toward women’s equality in the
workplace through signing the
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. He
has begun the march toward
expanding health care coverage to
all in need by extending the State
Children’s Health Improvement
Program (SCHIP) to millions of
children who would have
otherwise gone without.
He has inspired America to
face the challenging days ahead
through a truly visionary address
to a joint session of Congress, and
introduced a budget that puts a
strong priority on basic American
needs that have gone neglected for
far too long.
Yet, in the midst of the se
v i c t o ries , he f ace s sobering
political challenges.
In spite of multiple attempts to
bring lawmakers together to enact

the change mandate he was elected
to implement, he has at times, been
met with significant resistance.
Time and time again, he has been
attacked for doing what most
economists agree needed to be
done — implementing targeted
investments into the economy in
order to get the nation out of the
financial devastation that was
brought on by years of unbridled
greed and regulatory neglect.
And now, even at a time when
jobless claims have hit a quarter
century high, governors of some of
the poorest states in the nation
have threatened to turn down
stimulus funding for extending
une mploymen t b en efi t s t o
residents in their states—states
that have especially large AfricanAmerican populations.
All throughout the campaign
season and culminating in Nov. 4,
the African-American community
organized, campaigned, and voted
along with the majority of the rest
of America to radically change the
direction of this nation. We voted
for an end to a war that should
have never been waged in the first
place.
We voted for a sound plan to

put our economy back on track,
keep millions of vulnerable
families in their homes, and to
improve educational opportunities
t h ro u g h o u t t h i s n at i o n from
preschool, to grade school, to
putting a college education within
the grasp of everyone who has the
desire and ability to attend. We
worked for change. We voted for
change. But our work is not yet
done.
If there is one thing I have
learned from the long struggles
that I have faced for racial and
gender equality in America, it is
the simple truth that change never
comes easy. As brilliant and hard
working as our President is, he is
but one man. The change that he
seeks, and that we seek, cannot be
achieved by one person and it will
not take place in the blink of an
eye.
Just as in the campaign, our
president needs our long-term
assistance now. He needs millions
of supporters to actively push for
the legislative agenda we voted for
just a few short months ago.
He needs active engagement
o n t h e s t at e l ev el t o fo rc e
governors to not sabotage a plan
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Buying Black – The Ebony Experiment
owners in these enclaves. In fact,
we celebrate their “entrepreneurial
spirit” and characterize them
as “e duca t ed an d i n fo rm ed
consumers,” “self-supporting” and
“hardworking” citizens.
Now that John and Maggie
Anderson have started their quest
to spend as much of their money
with black owned businesses,
some are characterizing them as
villains and racists rather than
forward thinking concerned individuals who are trying to empower
not only black people but this
country as well.
Black folks did not invent nor
do we practice racism; we only
react to it. For this effort to be
characterized as racist is short
sighted, ignorant, incendiary and
disingenuous.
It is a real shame that this
couple would have to endure any
negativity for doing what is right;
but it comes with the territory.
Because $850 billion dollars move
through black consumers’ hands
each year, more than 90 percent of
that amount going to businesses
owned and controlled by others, it
is no surprise that turning a significant portion of that money inward
to black businesses is frightening
to the establishment.
Because black people have
been looked upon, and in many
cases conducted themselves as
mere c ons u m ers rat h er t h an
producers, any effort put forth
since 1964 (integration) has been
squelched.
But whose fault is that? If we
would take more control of our
dollars, by making them have
some sense, it would not matter
who said what about our efforts to
leverage our collective income into
real wealth in our communities.

Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/CEO
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OPINION
BY JAMES CLINGMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST
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that our citizens need, not only for
their own personal survival today,
but for this nation’s economy to
finally turn the corner towards a
better tomorrow. He needs phone
calls, e-mails, and letters to
Congress to remind legislators that
voters are watching and will
remember who helps and who
stands in the way of the new
direction that this nation so
urgently requires.
America needs the same spirit
of persistent engagement and
activism that led to the historic
victory that many of us thought we
would never see.
We also need patience to
understand that even with our best
efforts, the road ahead will be
long, but any goal worth fighting
for is also worth seeing through to
the end. Yes, the need for change
remains. It is now up to all of us to
ensure that it eventually comes to
pass.
Dr. Dorothy I. Height is chair
and president emerita of the
National Council of Negro
Women. The ‘’Whispering Out
Loud’’ series is sponsored by the
Black Women’s Roundtable.

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
USF Researchers Find
New Reading Intervention
Boosts FCAT Scores

TAMPA– Using the technology from a program originally designed to improve the
singing of children and adults,
Electronic Learning Products
(ELP) created TUNE in™ to
READING (TiR), and, you
guessed it – use of the software
improves more than just
singing. Students are enjoying
success in reading after years
of failure. Teachers report
students are experiencing
improved self-esteem and are
absent less often.
Furthermore, the results
show that struggling readers
average over one year’s
progress in just nine weeks.
Many students experience their
first reading success after using
TiR. A University of South
Florida collaboration with ELP
and Hillsborough County
Schools has facilitated an
exceptionally quick move from
research into practice and now
a report on the results.
Led by Susan Homan, a
professor of literacy in the USF
College of Education, a team of
researchers has been investigating TiR with struggling readers
for over four years. Funding
for this research has increased
each year leading to a $468,000
grant from Just Read! Florida
in 2008.
Ov er 1000 s truggling
readers in Hillsborough, Pasco,

Hernando and Orange Counties
have participated in TiR
studies. This includes elementary, middle, and high school
students. The consistent gains
in reading from students using
TiR prompted a look back over
three years of FCAT scores.
Homan and her research
team just finished their latest
report on the effect of TUNE
in™ to READING on struggling readers’ FCAT scores.
They found that over three consecutive years, struggling
readers that used TiR outperformed non-TiR users on the
Florida
Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT) in
year-over-year gains by a range
of 32.6 percent to 117.9
percent.
Additionally, the
results, “ … appear consistent
for elementary, middle, and
high school students,” said
Homan. “… we can report
finding no evidence of an intervention other than TUNE in™
to READING that has independent research supporting
multi-year student gains on
FCAT. The consistency and
size of the gain were unexpected and remarkable.”
A current TiR research
project is lead by cognitive
neuroscientists from Harvard
and MIT, in collaboration with
Homan. Along with a range of
assessments, TiR and compari-

son students will have functional Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (fMRI’s) to assess the
brain regions influenced by the
TiR intervention.
Why is TUNE in™ to
READING so successful?
Homan attributes it to the repetitive nature of the singing activities in TiR and its game-like
qualities. Students sing the
songs repeatedly to get better
scores on their tone and pitch.
Reading practice improves
reading ability and students
enjoy the singing practice
because it’s fun! At one school
site a student was overheard
saying to the teacher, “Do I
have to leave?”
Homan
believes this type of motivation
keeps the students singing,
which keeps them reading.
The USF College of
Education is ranked 45 by U.S.
News & World Report of
graduate schools in the country,
is accredited by the National
Council for Accreditation of
Teacher Education and is fully
approved by the Florida
Department of Education. The
USF College of Education is
the seventh largest public
college of education in the
nation. For information on the
USF College of Education,
visit: www.coedu.usf.edu or
itunes.usf.edu.

Pinellas County Teen In Need
Of Life-Saving Transplant

TAMPA– With the cost of
a transplant often exceeding
$500,000, many transplant
patients are unable to shoulder
the financial burden of such a
procedure. The Children’s
Organ Transplant Association
(COTA) is a national charity
dedicated to organizing and
guiding communities in raising
funds for transplant-needy
patients. In Pinellas County,
volunteers are organizing to
raise funds for transplant
patients like local teen Michael
Quinn.
Born April 23, 1993, 15
year old, Michael was
diagnosed with Hypertrophic
Cardiomyopathy, and doctors
at All Children’s Hospital in St.
Petersburg must perform a life-

saving heart transplant; an
estimate of $150,000 is being
raised by Tampa Bay area volunteers.
Michael is the son of
Sylvia Quinn and Charles
Degrenia, and his grandparents
are Elsa and Carlos Delgado.
Volunteers and donations
are needed to assist with
fundraising activities.
Individuals and groups interested in more information can
contact Campaign Coordinator
Joan Hartsough at
727.586.5533 or joanhartsough@yahoo.com.
Michael’s family has asked
for assistance from the
Children’s Organ Transplant
Association. The organization’s priority is to assure that

no child is denied a transplant
or excluded from a transplant
waiting list due to lack of
funds. Please remember to
specify your gift in honor of
Michael Q on your donation.
Checks or money orders
should be made payable to
COTA, for Michael Q”.
Donations may be made
securely via credit card online
at www.COTAforMichaelQ.com,
or mailed to COTA for
MichaelQ, 2501 West COTA
Drive, Bloomington, Indiana,
47403, or in person at any
Bank
branch
Wachovia
location using account number
3000025117687, making sure
your check or money order is
written to COTA for Michael
Q.

Pinellas County Schools
Open Enrollment Period

In January, the School
Board approved changes to the
student assignment plan due to
budget
reductions
and
declining student enrollment in
the district. The decision was
to assign all elementary
students into their zoned
school starting in 2009-2010. A
decision also was made to
allow kindergarten through
fourth-grade (K-4) students
who are in their non-zoned
school to remain there if the
parent is willing to provide
transportation.
The district has scheduled
the first of two open enrollment
periods for Monday, March 16 to
Friday, March 27. This open
enrollment period is only for
parents of student in grades K-4

in a non-zoned elementary
school who want their child to
remain at the current school
through the highest grade
offered.
Letters have been mailed
this week to parents that
include a UserID and Password
to use the Student Reservation
System. Parents may use the
Student Reservation System on
a school computer or their
home computer to make the
request. Parents have two
options:
Option 1 – Parents who
want their child assigned to
their zoned school do not need
to take any action. The district
will automatically assign the
child to the school.
Option 2 – Parents who

prefer the current non-zoned
school must follow the steps
below
between
Monday,
March 16 and Friday, March
27. By choosing this option,
parents are agreeing to provide
transportation for their child.
Log on to the district
website at www.pcsb.org.
Click on the Student
Reservation System icon. Use
your UserID and Password to
log into the system. Follow the
directions on each of the
screens (repeat this process for
each elementary child).
Parents who need more
information should call their
ch i l d ’s s ch o o l o r s t u d en t
assignment, (727) 588-6210 or
visit the district website at
www.pcsb.org.

Ann Sherman-White Joins
The Hospice Of The Florida
Suncoast As The Community
Partnership Liaison

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Hospice of the Florida Suncoast
is pleased to announce the new
addition to the Community
Health Programs Department.
Ann Sherman-White will be
joining the department as the
Community Partnership
Liaison. She has served as the
P r e v e n t i o n a n d Te s t i n g
Coordinator for the AIDS
Service Association of Pinellas
(ASAP), a program with The
Hospice of the Florida Suncoast
since 1992. White was responsible for implementing and
maintaining one of the most
successf u l a n d l o n g e s t r u n n i n g HIV/AIDS education
and prevention programs in
Pinellas County. She spent
sixteen years supervising individuals that spoke in local
schools and businesses about
HIV/AIDS, as well as coordinating testing activities at the
Northeast High School clinic,
Eckerd College, and numerous
sites around the city.
In her new capacity, she
will be responsible for relationship-building and educational
presentations to multicultural
communities, service professionals, civic groups, and others
in P i n e l l a s C o u n t y. “ I
l o o k forward to the prospect
of getting out and talking to
people about the many
programs at Hospice,” states
White, “people often think of
death when they think of
Hospice and we have so many
programs
the
to
offer
community. We would like to
inspire
and
engage
the
community to think about

Hospice long before a lovedone is nearing the end of their
life’s journey. We have experienced many homicides in our
community; we want to help
with that healing process. If you
are in the process of experiencing a loss of any kind, Hospice
can help! If you are the primary
care giver for your mother or
child and just need some help,
you don’t have to do it by
yourself. Allow Hospice the
privilege of assisting you with
your caregiver needs. So often,
we feel like we are the only one
that can be there to help during
this time and we often forget
that there is help available.”
White has spent years in the
community building relationships with various organizations. White is a member of the
2008 Class of Leadership St.
Petersburg NAACP, The PACT,
she is also politically active and
works closely with various
committees associated with
Pinellas County School Board
to name just a few of the myriad
of organizations and partnerships she has availed herself to.
This new opportunity will
afford her the opportunity to
connect with the citizens of St.
Petersburg during a most sacred
time in their lives. “I feel
honored that the president and
CEO, Mary Labyak, was so
passionate
about
Hospice
meeting the needs for ALL of
the citizens in Pinellas County.
So much so, that this position
was created specifically to
serve diverse communities.
Hospice is just a phone call
away. I’m just a phone call

Ann Sherman-White

away. I invite the community to
call and set up a time that I can
come out and share information
about our many programs.
Allow us to assist you and your
family during a time that can
present many challenges.”
“I spent the last sixteen
years of my life championing
the fight against HIV/AIDS and
getting the word out to my
community about the devastation that is HIV/AIDS. I will
still support and coordinate the
gospel celebration, Jabula and
the Soweto Hospice in South
Africa, as well as a couple of
other events that are near and
dear to my heart. “I look
forward to this new and
rewarding endeavor. To work
once again, with the city that I
was raised in and the
community that I love so much
is absolutely amazing!”
For additional information
or if you would like to learn
first hand about the many
programs at Hospice, call Ann
Sherman-White at (727) 5864432.

Over 400 African-American
Women Seek To Apply The
Biblical Mandate On Health

The Heart & Spirit of a
Woman Conference will be held
Saturday, March 21, 8:30 a.m.1:30 p.m. at the Hilton St.
Petersburg Carillon Park, 950
Lake Carillon Drive, St.
Petersburg.
The conference is designed
for women of the AfricanAmerican faith community but
open to all who are interested in

learning more about how to love
their heart. There is a biblical
mandate to care for an individual’s body and this conference
provides the knowledge to do
that.
Medical professionals will
present information about heart
disease and stroke, and teach
attendees to work with their
pharmacist, get physically active

and apply healthy tips to their
cooking. The event focuses on
how small changes in nutrition
and physical activity can make a
big difference in heart health.
Spiritual leaders will provide
attendees the scriptural support
for taking care of their heart
health and survivors will
provide the motivation.
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*Home Delivery & Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: $35 for 6 month or $60 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $40 for 6 month or $80 yearly

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________
Phone No:________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏

(or)

Renewal ❏

Date: _______________ Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

Check ❏

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
*HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY
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Zetas Honor
Finer Womanhood,
Integrity And
Community Service

Gantt
Report
THE

I’m concerned that many of America’s
historically black colleges and universities
(HBCUs) are becoming educational jokes!
Everyday I turn on the radio I’m being
encouraged to give money to help some
HCBU. I get form letters in the mail and a
stream of phone calls asking my business to
sponsor black college activities or to purchase
season tickets for athletic teams.
Don’t get me wrong many institutions of
higher learning deserve my, and our, support
but I think that support should go both ways.
If you truly keep up with the goings on at
HBCUs, you would know that a lot of the
money contributed, donated or allocated to
certain black colleges has been allegedly
misused, misappropriated, embezzled or
stolen by financial criminals.
One black school chose not to invest with
black investment firms and instead spent
$500,000 with America’s greatest financial
scammer Bernie Madoff and promptly lost
every dollar.
Everyone can give money to HCBUs but
few people can get money from HCBUs.
Don’t take my word for it but most HBCU
staffs are permeated with the relatives,
spouses, significant others and friends of the
HCBU administrators. Other jobs are reserved
for HBCU graduates that can be controlled by
the persons that hire them.
In the small towns where many HBCUs
are located, the HBCU Presidents, football
coaches and top professors are the highest
paid blacks in heir respective communities.
However, instructors and potential instructors
that are highly experienced and at the top of
their professional games need not apply!
Why? Because at many schools, there
seems to be a HBCU Mafia! You’re lying if
you say you’ve never heard the phrase, “If you
want to teach or work at a black college, you
should have attended the school.” If you’re

BY LUCIUS GANTT

not a “made man or made woman”, so to
speak, you may never get a decent job at a
HCBU.
I think I’d be a pretty good associate
professor at a black school but I’m not waiting
for a call from any Dean of Journalism or
Communication because the devil will never
be able to control a Saint. What I do is do all I
can to help individual college students.
Does it sound like I hate HBCUs? Well, I
think I’ve done much more for the HBCU in
my community than the school has done for
me.
I sent both of my children to school at historically black colleges. My daughter attended
Morris Brown and my son went to Florida
A&M. Few people donate more money to
HCBUs than parents that pay tuition, buy
books and pay student housing and fees for
four or more years.
When I was college age, I applied to go to
Morehouse but the school refused to give me
work study or financial aide so I ended up
graduating from Georgia State.
I wanted to go to Morehouse because in
those days, the Atlanta University Center was
the center of civil rights movement and
political protest in the South.
Now, it’s hard to tell a Morehouse man
from a Morehouse woman. Gays and transvestites are welcome at HBCUs but militants,
revolutionaries and community activists are
shunned.
Giving should be reciprocal. Give to your
favorite HBCU by all means but tell your
favorite school to give back to the community
and others that are good people but didn’t
attend that particular HCBU. (Gantt’s book
“Beast Too: Dead Man Writing” can be
ordered online or at any major bookstore.
Contact Lucius at www.allworldconsultants.net.

Check Your Irrigation System
Now That You ‘Spring Forward’
The Southwest Florida
Water Management District is
reminding residents to check the
timers on their irrigation system
controllers because of Daylight
Savings Time beginning.
The time change is also a
good time to make sure your irrigation system timer is set
correctly so you do not run the
risk of receiving a water restriction citation because your
system was set incorrectly.

Unless your city or county
already has stricter hours in
effect, residents may only water
before 8 a.m. or after 6 p.m.
Lawn and landscape watering
remains limited to a one-dayper-week schedule. Please check
with your local government or
utility for your watering day.
Because of the ongoing
drought, the District has enacted
Phase III “Extreme” water
restrictions in Charlotte, DeSoto,

Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco,
Pinellas, and Sarasota counties.
Under these restrictions utilities
are required to issue citations
only, not warnings. The Phase III
restrictions remain in effect until
June 30.
For additional information
about water restrictions, water
conservation and the drought,
please contact your local utility
or visit the District’s web site at
www.WaterMatters.org/drought/.

Carolyn Hill

Gypsy Gallardo

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Carolyn Hill, Zeta’s Finer
Womanhood speaker is a
native and life-long resident of
Tampa, who received her
formal education in the public
schools
of
Hillsborough
County. The Middleton High
School graduate attended
Hillsborough Community
College for one year before
transferring to Florida A. & M.
She graduated
University.
with honors in 1972 with a
major in Elementary
Education and a minor in Early
Childhood Education.
After graduating from
FAMU, Hill returned to Tampa
to teach first grade. In 1978,
she earned a Master of
Education degree from the
University of Tampa, and
obtained her degree in
Educational Leadership from
Nova Southeastern University
in 1988. Her work experiences
include classroom t e a c h e r,
A d u l t B a s i c Education
teacher, Language Arts and
Reading Specialist, Staff
D e v e l o p m e n t Tr a i n e r,
Community college
Instructor, elementary school
principal, and administrative
mentor. Hill retired in June,
2007 after 36 years of
dedicated service.
Actively
involved
in
community activities, Hill
serves on the Board of
Directors for Cornerstone
Family Ministries and the
Board of Directors for
Underserved Citizens. She is a
member of the Mayor’s
Fortieth Street Task Force and
numerous other community
organizations.
Professional
and educational affiliations
include Phi Delta Kappa,
Kappa Delta Pi, and the
Hillsborough Association of
School Administrators. She
has been a member of Zeta Phi
Beta sorority for 22 years.

Carrie Hepburn

Three local women have
been selected as honorees
Sunday, March 22. Gypsy
Gallardo, Carrie Hepburn, and
L. Dianne Speights will be
treated as the majestic women
they have shown the entire
community that their hearts,
minds, and deeds have made
them over the years. They will
be commended for Finer
Womanhood, integrity, and
community service.
Some say that she is a role
model. Others know her as an
entrepreneur and civic-minded
leader. How one sees Gypsy
Gallardo depends on which
day of the week she is met.
Her devotion to motivating
young people, her seemingly
untiring involvement with
boards and committees that
benefit St. Petersburg and the
task of conducting the
business of the Power Broker
Magazine all appear to be
effortless as she moves from
one task to another. She is an
inspiration to those who know
her.
Career health advocate,
facilitator, and administrator
are roles in which Hepburn has
served. Hepburn has worked
for the Pinellas County Health
Department for many years.
In that time, she has assumed
the role of public school health
manager, workshop facilitator,
grant writer, and project
administrator in Upper
Pinellas County as well as
S o u t h P i n e l l a s C o u n t y.
Especially dear to her heart is
the work that is done through
the Healthy Start Program.
“Whether funded by the
federal government, the state,
or the county, each of these
programs provides truly
worthwhile services for many
families in our county,”
commented Hepburn.
Ms. Speights is a phenomenon when it comes to

continued from
front page

Burial Spaces

$990

Cremation Niches

$990

Joanne Rainey 727-480-1015
or
Signora Farris 727-327-3154

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available
5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355

working. Nowhere close to
being finished with the world
of work, she has already
retired from 3 promising
careers, but has continued to
move on to something new.
Presently the General Manager
of the Weekly Challenger
newspaper, she has made
strides in her work with the
Pinellas County Schools,
Lockheed Martin IMS, Florida
D e p a r t m e n t o f L a b o r,
Resource Center for Women,
the St. Petersburg Housing
A u t h o r i t y, C o m m u n i t y
Ed u c a t i o n P a r t n e r s a n d
various boards and community
programs. Her work with The
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast and
N C N W a r e l e g e n d a r y.
Director Dianne Speights is
the only African-American
Mary Kay Sales Director in St.
Petersburg. No Mary Kay
Director has achieved greater
influence building successful
entrepreneurs in the area as
well as success with product
marketing which led to her
achieving the use of a free
Mary Kay Career Car.
Give your support to this
program Sunday, March 22.
Help Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Inc. to pay tribute to these
women who have given so
much of themselves to make
positive changes in the lives of
the citizens of Pinellas
County. The women of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., an
international organization of
college-educated women,
continue to follow national
guidelines to provide
education,
services,
and
support within the communities in which they live. Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority is headquartered in Washington. Lisa
Wilson is the president of the
Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter St.
Petersburg, Florida.

MARRIAGE

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

For Information Contact:

L. Dianne Speights

YOU DON’T HAVE TO

BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

free reception at the Carter
G. Woodson Museum in St.
Petersburg.
Stephanie M. Brown,
Community Relations
Specialist for You&Me.WE
said, “Recognizing this day
is a great opportunity to raise
awareness of the benefits of
marriage. Also, it will let
our community know that
yes, marriage has its challenges, but education and
assistance
is
available
locally. For additional information call 727-528-5351.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of
Friday through Sunday, March 20 to 22 - Tampa Bay
Blues Festival, Vinoy Park, 701 Bayshore Dr. N.E. Fri.
12:30 to 10 p.m., Sat. 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sun. Noon
to 10 p.m. The Tampa Bay Blues Festival prides itself in
presenting the very finest in blues entertainment each year
in an ideal tropical setting. Presenting the internationally
recognized blues performers. Activities, food and arts &
crafts. www.tampabaybluesfest.com or 727-502-5000.

Saturday, March 21 - Saturday Antiques and Green
Market at Gasplant Antiques and Ferg's, Central Ave. and
13th St N. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Variety of produce, gourmet
foods and baked goods, local artists, gift vendors and
musical entertainment. www.gasplant-antiques.com or
727-895-0368.

Saturday, March 21 - Saturday Morning Market, Al Lang
Field parking lot on the corner of 1st Ave. S. and 1st St. 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Vendors offer fresh produce, gourmet foods,
baked goods, plants and flowers, featuring local artist, live
music, organic growers and green products. Relax and
enjoy the delightful downtown atmosphere. Through May.
www.saturdaymorningmarket.com

Saturday, March 21 - Saturday Guided Hikes, Weedon
Island Preserve, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Enjoy a stroll in the park

surrounded by arts vendors, kids' activities, food and
music. 727-898-6061. Weedon Island Preserve, 1800
Weedon Dr. N.E. 9 to 11 a.m. Pre-registration required.
www.pinellascounty.org/environment or 727-453-6500.

Saturday, March 21 - Art in the Park, Williams Park,
between 1st and 2nd Ave. and 3rd and 4th St. N. 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Enjoy a stroll in the park surrounded by arts
vendors exhibiting their works, music, performers, food
and music. 727-898-6061.
Saturday, March 21 - FISH-ful Saturday: The Study of
Fish, Pier Aquarium, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. Noon to 2 p.m.
www.pieraquarium.org or 727-895-7437.

Tuesday, March 24 - Free Band Concert in the Park,
Williams Park bandshell, 2nd Ave. N. and 3rd St. Noon.
Enjoy a free lunchtime concert by the Middleton High
School band from Wisconsin. Bring a picnic lunch and
enjoy a music filled afternoon.

Wednesday, March 25 - Oldies But Goodies Dance, The
Pier, Dockside Eatery Food Court. Noon to 3:30 p.m.
Second and fourth Wednesdays. Relax and listen or dance
to the music of The Downtowners or the Ron Berringer
Trio. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443

March Is Colorectal Cancer Month
Town Hall Summit to Address the Elements of Colorectal Cancer

WHO:

Pinellas County Health Department (Sponsor)

PANELISTS: Paul McRae, M.D., Gastroenterologist
Charlie Colquitt, PharmD, Pharmacist
Evelyn Gardner, RN, MS, ARNP
Medora Little, MS, RD, LD/Nutritionist
Brian Randolph, Personal Testimony
WHAT:

WHY:

Town Hall Summit – “Addressing the Elements
of Colorectal Cancer”

WHEN:
WHERE:

Saturday, March 28, 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
(doors open at 9:30 a.m.)
Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18 Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg

INFO:

Colorectal cancer is the third most common cancer
in the U.S. and the third leading cause of cancer
death for men and women. It is one of the most
easily prevented cancers because it can develop from
polyps. These polyps can be removed before they
become cancerous. If colon cancer is found and
treated at its earliest stage, the five-year survival rate
is 90 percent.
The Town Hall Summit will bring together experts,
along with a colorectal cancer survivor, to address
all aspects of the disease and increase early detection
and awareness in the community.
For information about the Town Hall Summit, call
Valarie Lee, Program Manager - Office of Minority
Health at (727) 824-6900, ext. 11054.

Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950

CLASSIFIED

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

New Port Richey
Southgate Apartments
62+ 1 bedroom $435.
Minimum income required $1,500.00
Adjacent to Southgate Shopping Center

727-847-1110

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave.
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

727-321-7880

$25.00 OFF ANY ONE OF THESE SERVICES
The following jobs are currently available:

• Human Services Practitioner #15656
• Director of Record & Registration #4489
• Psychologist #5825
For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to http://www.stpt.usf.edu/jobs
or visit the USF SP Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.
USF is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access/Affirmative Action Institution.

WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

w w w. T h e We e k l y C h a l l e n g e r. c o m

*White Fillings*
*Sedation Dentistry*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Implants*
*Extractions*

*Dentures/Partials*
*Root Canals*
*Gum Treatment*
*Crowns & Bridges*
* Veneers*

$99 New Patient Special: Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full mouth X-Rays, Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer
Screening, Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE
USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.
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Essence Of Ebony Pearls
Debutante Scholarship Cotillion

Bethel A.M.E. Church

ST. PETERSBURG -The
ladies of Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority will present their Fifth
Biannual Essence of Ebony
Pearls Debutante Scholarship
Cotillion. The event will be held
Saturday, March 21 at the Saint
Pe t e r s burg Colis eum. The
purpose of this affair is to focus
on the developmental and scholarship needs of young AfricanAmerican women in the Tampa
Bay area.
Thirty-four AfricanAmerican high school junior
and senior girls from Pinellas
County will be presented to the
community. The participants
must have received two
character recommendations.
One must be from a teacher or
school counselor within the
Pinellas County School System.
The girls were chosen based
upon academic achievement,

church/community/civic
involvement and for being a
positive role model in our
community.
As a part of their prepageantry activities, the girls
are required to attend seminars
and participate in cultural activities to heighten arts appreciation, and community service
projects. Prior to the 2009
Essence of Ebony Pearls
Debutante Scholarship
Cotillion, the participants will
attend several workshops to
include Etiquette, Health and
Wellness/Social
Activity,
Personal Development/Safety,
Poise, Hair and Skin Care, and a
Mother/Daughter Tea.
The criteria for participation
includes being a high school
junior or senior (2008-2009), a
good academic standing (Grade
Point Average of 2.5 and
above), and demonstrated lead-

ership skills. Each participant is
required to write a one
paragraph statement of purpose
entitled: Expectation of a
Debutante. Parental involvement is also mandatory for eligibility
The lovely Debutantes will
be escorted by high school
junior and senior boys, meeting
the same criteria. The debutantes are required to wear
approved white formal gowns
and the escorts are required to
wear approved tuxedos. Four of
the thirty-four debutantes will
receive scholarships to universities of their choice. The Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
has assisted young AfricanAmerican girls w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y f i f t y thousand dollars
worth of scholarship as a result
of the Biannual Debutante
Cotillion.

African Village Survival
Initiative Conference Provides
Solutions To Economic Crisis
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Community gardens, solar
and
self-sufficient
energy
economic institutions will be
the focus of the founding conference of the African Village
Survival Initiative to be held
Saturday, March 22 at the
Uhuru House.
The morning session of the
day-long
conference
will
feature an overview by Uhuru
Movement leader Omali
Yeshitela and a multi-media
presentation designed to help
participants understand and
survive the current economic
crisis. The afternoon session
will offer practical workshops
on foreclosure prevention,
growing your own food, solar
energy,
and
building
community businesses. A rain
barrel will be awarded in a raffle
drawing and participants are
encouraged to bring seeds and
plants to exchange.
A joint effort of the All
African People’s Development
and Empowerment Project
(AAPDEP) and the African
People’s Education and Defense
Fund (APEDF), the African

Village Survival Initiative will
provide collective community
strategies to deal with the
increasing economic hardships
faced by African communities.
Dr. Aisha Fields is a
physicist and Director of the
AAPDEP. She believes that
black people must get back to
the concept of community in
order to survive the growing
crisis. “Traditionally, African
culture is a culture of collectivism, not individualism. This
economic crisis is affecting
African people very seriously
and we’ve only begun to see the
impact in terms of homelessness
and poverty hitting our
community. If we combine our
efforts, we can survive and
come out stronger.”
A key component of the
African
Village
Survival
Initiative will be the formation
of a working gardening collective that will include members
growing edibles in their own
yards and participating in
shared
community
plots.
Through this collective, experienced gardeners can share skills
and members can share tools,

seeds and harvests. Members
will contribute resources, land
or labor, according to their
abilities.
Ironiff Ifoma, President of
the APEDF declares that, “this
economic crisis should serve as
a wake-up call that our
community must get organized
to meet our own needs, with our
own self-reliant programs and
institutions.”
The APEDF is building a
recording studio to provide an
affordable space on the south
side for local artists, and a professional kitchen for use by
community groups and businesses. They are inviting neighborhood residents to get
involved in these important
projects.
The Uhuru House is located
at 1245 18 Ave. S. in St.
Petersburg. The conference will
s t art at 1 0 : 0 0 a. m . , wi t h
afternoon workshops beginning
at 12:30, and is open to the
public. For more information,
contact Dr. Aisha Fields at 727821-6620.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
another, we cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity. Living out
these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel
Metropolitan for all ages and
interests.
“Music for the Soul” Gospel
& Praise Expression Workshop
will begin March 26-28.
Traditional Gospel music is our
focus this year. Minister
D’Andrei Hurd, Hattisburg,
Mississippi is the Clinician.
Creative Expression and Mime
will be taught by Arthur &
Darlene McCoy, and Keiondra
Snead.
Classes will also be offered
in “Why do we Sing” (Minister
Isaac Ruffin, Breht DennardF a c i l i t a t o r s ) , “ Vo i c e
Techniques”(Jayda
Rainey,

The speaker for the 11:00
a.m. worship service is the
Rev. Ella M. Edwards, pastor
of Ivey Chapel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in
Nocatee, Fla.
The Rev. David L.
Connelly is the Senior Pastor

of Historic Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church,
home to the city's oldest
African-American congregation.
For more information,
please call (727) 822-2089.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Fr i e n d s h i p M i s s i o n a r y
Baptist Church, 3300 31 St. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
The Season of Lent (Part
Three)
We agreed on last week that
we all could use a breakthrough? There is a possibility
we could be missing our
greater breakthroughs because
we fail to fast (health permitting). Remember the thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and hundredfold return Jesus spoke of
(Mark 4:8, 20). Look at it this
way: when you pray, you can

release that thirtyfold return,
but when both prayer and
giving are part of your life, I
believe that releases the
sixtyfold blessing. But when
all three – giving, praying and
fasting – are a part of your life,
that hundredfold return can be
released!
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
God’s anointed and appointed
leader and the entire
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a
cordial welcome to each of
you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.

We are believers in Christ
who are reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel to
the unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the love of Christ.
Weekly Activities
Weekly Meditation on
WRXB @ 6:45 a.m. Tune in to
hear Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.;
Wednesday Noon Day Bible
Study; 6:30 p.m. Intercessory
Prayer; 7:00 p.m. Evening
Bible Study
Please our website at
www.fmbctheship.org or email
us at fmbc3300@verizon.net
Phone: 727-906-8300.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ”
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Couples Ministry
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Couples Ministry is inviting all
husbands and wives of the
community, who seek to
strengthen their marriage via
Christian scripture, teachings
and values, to attend our
special session “ What Does

the Bible Say About Marriage”.
This dynamic session will be
held on Friday, March 20 at
7:00 p.m. in Room 105
We’re on the Move!!!!!
Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts, C.A.R.E.
meetings are now being held at
1906 9 Ave. S. every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m. “Let Go and Let
GOD” help break the chains of
addiction.
Youth Praise Hour
All Middle and High school

students of the community are
invited to attend our “Youth
Praise Hour. This worship
service was specifically
designed to teach our children
the word of GOD, while
providing Christian fellowship
among their peers.
Youth
Praise
Hour
is
every
Wednesday at 6 p.m. and a live
band will also perform.
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
is located at 955 20 St. S. FMI
please call 894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE
BODY,
ONE
SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior and
the New Hope Church family
invite you to our weekly
services and events.
Early Morning Service
7:45; Sunday School 9:15
(Classes for all ages) MidMorning Service 10:30.
REVIVAL!
REVIVAL!
REVIVAL!
All roads will lead to the
“HOPE” on March 25 –27,

2009 for our Annual Spring
Revival. The Guest Revivalist
is Reverend Kevin Adams,
Pastor of Olivet Baptist
Church
in
Chattanooga,
Service begins
Tennessee.
nightly at 7:00.
You are
invited to come and hear what
God has to say through this
powerful man of God!
UPCOMING EVENTS
SPRING
HOPE
INSTITUTE “LOVE BOAT”
Classes for everyone:
single, divorced, widowed, or

married! (Mark your calendars
now) April 22 –24, 7:00 – 8:30
p.m.
“FLAME” CONCERT
April 25, “FLAME” has
released
three
albums,
garnered nominations from the
Dove, Stellar, and GRAMMY
Awards and was honored by
the Holy Hip Hop Association
for his invaluable service,
sacrifice, labor and contributions to the music industry.
“A little love can make a
big difference.”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s House in
the City” under the leadership
of our soldier of the cross, and
drum major for justice, Dr
Rickey L. Houston, extend an
invitation to the community to
join us as we communicate
Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m.
worship
service
Sunday,
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. and
Bible Study and Teen Summit
Wednesday evening, at 7:00.
We
also
encourage
the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line, 727-321-9645.
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church is
committed to a Christcentered, People-centered,
Team-centered and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused
on Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We celebrate
in worship, we care for one

The Ann Heath Unit of the
Mary Ann Jones Women's
Missionary Society invites the
public to attend its Missionary
Sunday Service on March 29 at
Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, 912 Third
Ave. N in St. Petersburg.

Cheryl Copeland-Facilitators),
and “Choir Etiquette” (Joi
McKnight, Taylor McCrayFacilitators). This is a
wo rk s h o p fo r al l ag es !
Registration 19 yrs. and up
$10.00; 18 yrs. and under is
free! For additional information, contact Joi McKnight at
727-327-0554.
THE NIA PROJECT
T UTOR IAL P R OGR AM ,
Tuesday and Thursday, 3:306:30 p.m. for Middle and High
School students. Tutoring in
Reading, Math, Writing, FCAT,
and SAT/ACT. For information
and applications contact Bethel
Metropolitan Church office at
727-327-0554.
GET THE
HELP YOUR CHILD NEED!!
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009.
Proverbs 3:13, 9:10-11
James 1:5.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, under the leadership of its dynamic, spirited,
man of God, the Reverend
Brian Kenneth Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation of St. Mark, extends to
the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an
overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar Events
March 16-21 - Progressive
M&E Baptist State Convention
in Eatonville, FL
March 25-27 - Congress

No. 2 hosted by First Baptist
Institutional Church, Palmetto.
Rev. Fred Brown, Pastor.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and
learn “What Baptist Believe”.
Children
and
Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening

at 7:00.
St. Mark After School
Tutoring Ministry: Neighbors
Involved in Kids Education
(N.I.K.E.). Open to all school
age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday
from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
THE
CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAYS
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:15 - 7:30
p.m. all Ages: Reading
Specialist; Free computer class
for children and youth. In
addition, there is tutorial assistance for Math (Algebra and
Geometry) and Senior Focus
for all High School Seniors
(FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance
with college applications,
essay and financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab:
the St. Mark Computer Lab
will be open and available for
use on Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings from 5:30 - 7:30.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Making Black History By
Investing In The Future
BY ESTHER SILVER-PARKER

Black History Month 2009
is now history itself, but new
black history is made every day
by African-Americans who are
willing to share their time, talent
and resources with the larger
black community. Everyone
gets the opportunity sooner or
later, sometimes in surprising
ways.
I was fortunate to come of
age during a dramatic period in
the history of both AfricanAmericans and the United
States. My high school years in
the small, segregated North
Carolina town where I grew up
coincided with the climactic
years of the Civil Rights
movement. I’ll never forget
marching with my classmates
down our main street past the
local branches of retail store
chains, where I wouldn’t have
been allowed to sit at the lunch
counter or use the rest room.
Fast forward through the
decades, and today I, an
African-American woman,
work as an executive with WalMart, a retailer with a commitment to promoting diversity and
a philosophy of giving back to
the communities it serves. WalMart exemplifies this philosophy through its support of
endeavors that highlight the
legacy of African-Americans.
Wal-Mart is the presenting
sponsor of Tavis Smiley’s
“America I AM: The AfricanAmerican Imprint,” a mobile
museum and exhibit that celebrates the impact AfricanAmericans’ actions, innovations
and teachings have had on
nearly 400 years of American

history. We were also able to
provide a $12.5 million letter of
credit through the Wal-Mart
Foundation to start construction
on the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. National Memorial in
Washington. We are proud to be
a part of a project that will help
future generations uphold the
legacy Dr. King stood for by
studying his work, ideals and
vision for America.
It’s personally gratifying to
be part of efforts that help make
a corporate investment in the
continuing history of black
America. I’m constantly aware,
though, that whatever I’ve
achieved in my own life is the
result of investments others
have made in me.
My family had more love
than money, but my father and
mother always made it a point to
give back. There were seven
children in our family and my
father worked as a janitor, but
my parents saw to it that we all
went to college.
Like most children in our
tight-knit community, I also
benefited from the investment
of older African-Americans
who were our role models. They
ra nged from t h e h i g h l y
motiva te d te ach ers i n o u r
schools to the elderly “porch
ladies” who watched over the
community’s children from
their front p o rch es . Th ey
delivered the message that we
were the future, and our future
would only be limited by our
own goals and commitment.
You can’t directly re-pay
personal investments like that,
but you can make investments
of your own in those who need
it most. It’s something we all

Jazz Club Hosts Successful 29
Annual Sarasota Jazz Festival:
‘If It’s Not Broke, Don’t Fix It!’

Esther Sliver-Parker

can do on some level. We can
help a motivated, but financially
needy, young person attend
college. We can share our time
and experience by acting as
mentors to students or young
people finding their way in the
business world. It can be as
simple as providing an elderly
neighbor good company or
perhaps a hot meal.
No matter who you are, or
how you do it, giving back is
one of the best ways to honor
and exemplify the spirit of black
history and make a big difference at the same time.
Esther Silver-Parker, as
senior vice president of
Corporate Affairs at Wal-Mart
Stores, Inc., is charged with the
strategic
planning
and
execution of Wal-Mart’s relationships with communityba s ed o rg a n i z a t i o n s a n d
leaders in the United States, and
in countries around the world,
where Wal-Mart does business.

Maurice Ashley

Maurice Ashley is a chess
grandmaster. He is the first and
as of 2009 only AfricanAmerican grandmaster. In the
October 2006 rating lists, he had
a FIDE rating of 2465, and a
USCF rating of 2520 at standard
chess, and 2536 at quick chess.
Ashley is associated with
Chesswise. In 2005 he wrote the
book Chess for Success, relating
about his experiences and the
positive aspects of chess. He
was the main organiser for the
HB global chess event, with the
biggest cash prize in history.
FIDE awarded him the grandmaster title in 1999. Ashley and
Englishman James Plaskett are
the only two Grandmasters to
have made it to the studio stage
of Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire?, each in his respective country.
In 1993, Ashley was married
to Michele Johnson, a then
teacher at the Bilingual Center
of P.S. 189. June 5, 1994 the
couple gave birth to Nia-Ashanti
Ashley, who is currently a professional actor, writer and
currently attends Fiorello H.

LaGuardia
High
School.
Maurice and Michele have
remained happily married since
then. In 2002 they gave birth to
Jayden Ashley. The family is
one of high achievers, which is
displayed in Nia's budding
career and Michele's principal
position as of 2005. Maurice
relates much of success to his
supportive wife and wonderful
family.
Ashley graduated from the
College of the City of New York
(CCNY), and represented the
school in intercollegiate team
competition. Always promoting
chess among youth, Ashley
coached the Raging Rooks of
Harlem, and the Dark Knights
(also from Harlem), both of
which have won national championships under his guidance. In
September 1999, he opened the
Harlem Chess Center which has
attracted such celebrities as
Larry Johnson and Wynton
Marsalis. Ashley was named
2003 Grandmaster of the Year
by the U.S. Chess Federation.
He makes appearances all over
the country speaking to young

people and adults about chess
and its benefits.
In 2003 Maurice Ashley
wrote an essay The End of the
Draw Offer?, which raised discussion about ways to avoid
quick agreed draws in chess
tournaments.
In 2007 Ashley returned to
his birth country of Jamaica and
became the first GM to ever participate in a tournament in that
country. The tourney, a six round
Swiss named the Frederick
Cameron Open, was held at the
Jamaica Conference center on
the 15 and 16 of December
2007. After sweeping a field
consisting of several of
Jamaica's top players and
Barbadian FIDE master Philip
Corbin, he fell victim to a
potential double attack in the
final round to Jamaican National
Master Jomo Pitterson. He
placed second on five points
behind Pitterson (5.5).
In 2008, Ashley was
featured in an interview for the
CNN documentary “Black in
America.”

James Benton Parsons

James Benton Parsons was a
United States federal judge.
Parsons was born in Kansas
City, Missouri. He received a
B.A. from Millikin University in
1934, a M.A. from University of
Chicago in 1946 and a J.D. from
University of Chicago Law
School in 1949. He was in the
U.S. Naval Reserve from 1942 to
1945 and was in private practice

of law in Chicago, from 1949 to
1951. He was an Assistant corporation counsel in Chicago from
1949 to 1951. He was an
Assistant U.S. attorney of
Northern District of Illinois from
1951 to 1960. He was a judge to
the Superior Court of Cook
County, Illinois from 1960 to
1961.
Parsons was a federal judge

to the United States District
Court for the Northern District of
Illinois. Parsons was nominated
by President John F. Kennedy
August 10, 1961, to a seat
vacated by Philip L. Sullivan. He
was confirmed by the United
States Senate on August 30, 1961
and received his commission the
same day. Parsons served as chief
judge, 1975-1981.

The Jazz Club of Sarasota
hosted its 29 Annual Jazz
Festival during the week of
March 1 - 7 and it was a huge
success. Each year, the Jazz Club
attempts to bring jazz music that
interests the average jazz fan, and
this year was by no way any
different. It would be difficult for
any jazz organization to beat the
musical group lineup that the
Jazz Club offered.
On March 2, one of Canada’s
finest female jazz singers, Carol
We l s m a n , a n d h e r T r i o
performed. Welsman is regularly
identified with Smooth Jazz;
however, she has also recorded
classic standards and is known to
swing in straight-ahead jazz
settings, too. She has performed
with jazz icons Herbie Hancock,
Oscar Peterson, Stevie Wonder
and for President Bill Clinton. It
was a most entertaining event.
The Bill Allred Classic Jazz
Band, with special guest John
Allred, entertained jazz patrons
on March 3. A “Five Star Tribute
to Small Band Jazz and Swing”
featuring the music of Bob
Crosby, Red Nichols, the World’s
Greatest Jazz Band of Bob
Haggart and Yank Lawson was
the theme for the evening performance. The father and son
team of Bill and John Allred
reminds many of the great
trombone team of J.J. Johnson
and Kai Winding. Concert goers
commented that it was indeed a
fabulous performance by world
class musicians.
On March 4, the Club took a
slight twist and offered up some
choice Dixieland music present
by the Canamger Dixieland Jazz
Band. This band is a true melting
pot of musicians from Canada,
Europe and the United States.
Each year they meet for a few
months to perform concerts. Not

long after the end of the concert,
the Jazz Caravan by Trolley, one
of the Club’s signature events of
the Festival began. The Jazz
Caravan departed the parking lot
at about 6:30 p.m. and ran until
about 10:30 p.m. taking patrons
to seven different clubs where
jazz was served along with food
and beverages.
March 5 was the night for the
ever-popular Dick Hyman &
Friends with Harry Allen.
“Swinging in the 50s” was the
theme of the evening with some
of the most talented jazz
musicians performing together.
On stage with Hyman was Harry
Allen (sax), Randy Sandke
(trumpet), John Allred
(trombone), Eddie Locke
(drums), Al Caiola (guitar), Ken
Soderblom (sax), and Lynn
Roberts (vocalist). As in the past,
their performance was one of the
highlights of the Festival.
On t h e a f t e r n o o n a n d
evening of Friday, March 6, the
joint was truly jumping with the
great jazz saxophonist and
flautist James Moody. One of
Sarasota’s favorite jazz performers, Moody played his song
“Bennie’s From heaven”, in
addition to his unique renditions
of jazz favorites and other jazz
specialties. At the evening
concert, Moody was presented a
special award from the Club.
During this week of great
jazz, a couple of lectures by
Loren Schoenberg were also
presented. Schoenberg is Benny
Goodman’s
archivist
and
business manager and current
Director of the Jazz Museum in
Harlem. Subjects of the lectures
were Benny Goodman and Duke
Ellington.
March 7 was supposed to
have been the final event day to
round out a fabulous week of jazz

concerts and lectures. On this
day, the spotlight was on the
Duke Ellington Alumni Band
under the direction of former
Ellington Orchestra member
Barrie Lee Hall. Since the
Alumni Band had performed in
New York and London in recent
years with great success, the Club
felt that it was Sarasota’s turn to
host this fantastic Band. Icing on
the cake was the inclusion in the
band of former Ellington
Orchestra members John Lamb
and Buster Cooper, both from St.
Petersburg. This was one of the
most entertaining concerts in the
history of the Sarasota Jazz
Festival.
However, because of bad
weather, the popular Jazz In The
Park event, which regularly kicks
off the Annual Sarasota Jazz
Festival, was canceled until
Sunday. More than 600 patrons
turned out to enjoy four great jazz
bands, various food and beverage
vendors, all under beautiful
sunny skies. Performing at their
best during the event were the
Katt Heffner & All-Stars Band,
the Alfred Sheppard Jazz
Quintet, Latin Roots, and the
Valerie Gillespie Ensemble. An
entire afternoon in Jazz Heaven.
Mark your calendars for Sunday,
Feb. 28, 2010. to attend Jazz In
The Park kicking off the 30
Annual Sarasota Jazz Festival.
See you there!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at: rickgeesjazzjamm..com or email
me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

22 15 46 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!

365
774
107

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
4-3 1-7
2-5 3-1
8-6 7-2

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Seminoles Target Wisconsin
After Long NCAA Drought

Toney Douglas

BY BRENT KALLESTAD

TALLAHASSEE (AP) - Dynamic
fifth-year point guard Toney
Douglas and one of the tallest
front lines in the country are
looking to make up for lost time
Friday when 16th-ranked Florida
State makes its first NCAA tournament appearance in 11 years.
The Seminoles play
Wisconsin in a first-round East
Regional game.
A fifth seed, the Seminoles
(25-9) take on the 12th-seeded
Badgers (19-12) from the Big Ten
in a game scheduled for a 9:55 tip
at Boise, Idaho. The last time the
Seminoles were in Boise, 18
years ago, they advanced to the
NCAA's Sweet 16 with wins over
Montana and Georgetown.
“We haven't started taking
any bows yet,” Florida State
coach Leonard Hamilton said

Monday. “We feel like we're
playing for something and want
to stay focused.”
Hamilton was focused on
a DVD re play o f a recen t
Wisconsin game, comparing the
Badgers' style somewhat to No. 4
Pitt, one of the NCAA's topseeded tournament teams.
“Typical Big Ten,” he said.
“A low possession type team, big
and strong inside and physical,
very physical.”
The Seminoles, who are 5-7
against teams in the tournament
field, did lose at Northwestern,
De c. 3, in a n AC C / B i g Ten
challenge game.
Despite its decade-long
absence from NCAA tourney
play, Florida State has been close
in recent year, winning 20 or
more games in three of the past
four seasons, that includes a 3331 regular season ACC mark. A
weak nonconference schedule
kept them out of the tournament
three years ago despite a 9-7 ACC
mark in a 20-10 season record.
“The basketball demons
raised their head, you go through
that,” Hamilton said. “It affects
you more when you're building
than when you're established.”
But Hamilton is confident his

club is ready, especially Douglas.
“His teammates are playing
better which opens up more
opportunity for him,” Hamilton
said. “He's been consistent all
year.”
Douglas comes into the tournament as one of the nation's
hottest stars a runaway winner as
the Atlantic Coast Conference's
defensive player of the year who
also led the league in scoring in
ACC games. He added 80 more
po i n t s i n t h ree t o u rn am en t
contests over the weekend to push
his season total to 725, just 18 shy
of erasing Jim Oler's 53-year-old
school record.
The 6-1 Douglas has scored
at least 22 points in Florida State's
last six games and had 20 or more
in 16 of 19 games in ACC play,
scoring no fewer than 18.
Florida State eliminated topranked North Carolina in the
ACC semifinals before losing to
Duke for the third time this
season in Sunday's championship
game. The Seminoles, who have
not lost two games in a row all
season, lost six games to schools
who were ranked No. 1 at one
time or another this season. The
o t h er t h ree were t o No rt h
Carolina, Wake Forest and Pitt.

“You would think that would
mean something,” said Hamilton,
who had hoped for a four-seed
and maybe closer to home. But
the Seminoles are healthy and
will manage the long charter
flight to Boise on Wednesday.
Aside from Douglas and 6-9
senior Uche Echefu, Hamilton
has counted on two sophomores
and five freshmen for significant
playing minutes.
Two shot-blocking freshmen, 7-1
Solomon Alabi and 6-9 Chris
Singleton start with Douglas,
Ec e h f u a n d 6 - 4 s o p h o m o r e
Derwin Kitchen. Three more
freshmen come off the bench
along with junior enforcer Ryan
Reid and sophomore defensive
specialist Jordan DeMercy.
“Our youngsters are contributing,” Hamilton said.
“This is the first year in the
last three that we actually had the
team that we started with,”
Hamilton said. “We've been able
to develop a rotation and keep
people fresher.”
And the first year since the
last century Florida State has
been in the NCAA tournament.
“ We ' r e p l a y i n g f o r
something,” said Hamilton.

Top Recruit Bryce Brown
Signs With Tennessee

Bryce Brown

BY BETH RUCKER

KNOXVILLE (AP) - Top
high school recruit Bryce Brown
signed a letter of intent with
Tennessee Monday, ending
weeks of speculation after he let a
scholarship offer from Miami
expire.
The Wichita, Kan., native is
the third high-profile recruit
signed by coach Lane Kiffin after
the Feb. 4 national signing day,
further raising the profile of his
first volunteers recruiting class.
“I thought Tennessee was
better on a long-term level,”
Brown said at a news conference
at the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame
in Wichita. “They have a lot of
former NFL coaches on their
staff, and I thought they were the
best school to prepare me for the

next level.”
During his announcement on
Monday, Brown pulled out a
Miami hat and handed it to
brother Arthur Brown, a
sophomore linebacker at Miami,
before pulling out the Tennessee
hat.
The
6-foot,
215-pound
Wichita East High School
tailback said he also considered
Oregon, Kansas State and LSU
after what he called “a roller
coaster ride.”
Brown, who made his official
visit to Tennessee in February,
said a surprise visit he made to
Knoxville over the weekend
helped him make up his mind.
On Friday night, he attended
a rare open spring practice
session at Neyland Stadium in
front of a few thousand fans who
greeted him with chants of
“Bryce Brown!”
“When I first visited, I wasn't
really feeling it,” he said. “I didn't
get a feel offensively for what
they wanted to do. But then on the
second visit, seeing the offense,
it's exactly what I wanted.”
Kiffin was unavailable for
comment Monday because he

was giving a deposition in his
grievance filed against his former
team, the Oakland Raiders.
The coach had already put
together a top twenty recruiting
class in just over two months on
the job, luring defensive back
prospect Janzen Jackson from
LSU and signing running back
David Oku.
T h e an n o u n cem en t t h at
Brown would join them bumped
Kiffin's class up to No. 8 on
Scout.com's 2009 class ranking
and No. 10 on Rivals.com.
Allen Wallace, Scout.com's
national recruiting editor and
publisher of SuperPrep, said
Kiffin's ability to land Brown
came as no surprise based on his
strong recruiting track record as
an
assistant
at
Southern
California.
But Wallace also questioned
whether the circus surrounding
Brown's recruitment would create
problems for Kiffin and his staff.
Brown committed to Miami last
year and was told he had until
Feb. 18 to accept the Hurricanes'
offer before it expired.
“Frankly, Bryce didn't help
himself by how he handled the

whole situation. You have to
wonder if his talent is going to be
worth all the distractions,”
Wallace said.
Wallace also was concerned
what Brown's relationship with
recruiting adviser Brian Butler
might mean for the Vols. Butler
has controlled all contact with
Brown but says he had no control
over Brown's decisions.
“People who say that
obviously don't know what's
going on,” Butler said. “I'm part
of his support system, along with
his parents and his brother and the
rest of his family. I don't pull any
strings.”
The Brown brothers had
planned on attending college
together, and even as Bryce began
considering other schools, both
Bryce Brown and Butler said the
Miami commitment was strong.
After Brown's scholarship offer
expired, Miami refused to offer
another.
“I didn't expect for it to turn
out like this,” Brown said. “But
some things happened that I didn't
expect, and we had to come up
with an alternative plan. So that's
what we did.”

Pats, Cowboys On Peppers' List

CHARLOTTE (AP) - Julius
Peppers wants out of Carolina
and wouldn't mind going to New
England. The Panthers will let
him go only for what they feel is
fair compensation.
The long-running offseason
drama involving the four-time
Pro Bowl defensive end is
nowhere near a resolution,
leaving the Panthers without
salary-cap space and Peppers'
future uncertain.
A day after the Panthers
dismissed an NFL.com report
that Peppers was close to being
dealt to New England for a
second-round pick, a person
close to Peppers said Tuesday
the Patriots are one of the teams
for which he'd like to play.

The Dallas Cowboys and
two other unidentified NFC
teams also are on Peppers' fourteam wish list, according to the
same person, speaking on
condition of anonymity because
the trade talks were supposed to
remain confidential.
But there are several
obstacles that must be cleared
before Peppers leaves Charlotte.
The biggest is that the Panthers
have placed the franchise tag on
their career sacks leader. That
required them to offer him a oneyear tender for $16.7 million that
counts immediately against the
salary cap, leaving the Panthers
no cap space to make any other
moves in free agency.
Under the nonexclusive

franchise tag rules, Peppers
could sign with another team
only if that club gave up two
first-round draft picks in return.
There is precedent for teams
letting a franchise player go for
less compensation - Kansas City
traded defensive end Jared Allen
to Minnesota last year for a firstround pick and two third-round
choices — but any kind of deal
now is tricky because Peppers
hasn't signed his tender with
Carolina.
Until he does, the Panthers
are barred from any trade talks
involving Peppers. His agent can
negotiate with other teams, then
can come to the Panthers with a
deal for them to accept or reject.
General manager Marty

Hurney said in a statement
Monday they've not been
presented with any trade
proposals.
It's also uncertain that the
Panthers would be willing to
accept only a second-round pick
as the NFL.com report suggested
for a player who had 14 sacks
last season and is the cornerstone
of their defensive line.
Peppers, the No. 2 overall
pick in the 2002 draft,
announced last month that he
wouldn't sign a long-term deal
with Carolina and wanted to play
outside linebacker in a 3-4
defense. The Patriots are among
the teams that use that defense.

Shooting From My Lip
Phillip Haywood, Jr.
Challenger Sportswriter
Offers His Two Cents On The World Of Sports

T.O. Makes His
Final Stop …
In Frigid Buffalo!
Has TO worn out his
welcome in the NFL?
Apparently not this week the
Buffalo Bills have taken a
chance on the malcontent
receiver. As if you did not
know this is TO’S fourth team
in the last six years. Most connoisseurs do not question
Owens' heart and his will to
win. There are other questions
that surround the sometimes
misunderstood receiver. He
still possess game breaking
skills when it comes down to
being one of the most
dangerous receivers in the
league. In my mind Owens can
still make plays and he still has
the ability to singlehandedly
take over a game without a
doubt. Most doubters still have
concerns about Owens attitude
when things are not going his
way. It seems when things are
in Owens favor you cannot
hear a peep out of the guy.
I think there were other
suitors that were interested in
his services. A multitude of
teams that are maybe a player
or two away from playoff contention, could have used his
talents. As we all know you just
never know when this guy is
going to blow his stack. We all
know that Buffalo has been a
game or two over the last
several years from making the
playoffs. It appears that the
Bills are ready to take a chance
on one of the most talented
receivers in the game.

One question that is going
to be asked, “Can Owens start
in a fresh environment and
keep the negative energy away
from the locker room?” If he
can grasp this concept, maybe
he can guide this team into the
playoffs for the first time in
double digit years. Buffalo has
a young quarterback and we all
know that Owens can make
him or break him. He has
harshly criticized every quarterback on every team that he
has been on, which goes
without saying.
The key for Owens
survival in Buffalo is his
attitude and how he deals with
situations when things are not
going his way. He should know
that this could be his shot in the
NFL. If he cares about his
career he has to definetly make
some changes to salvage his
career and the possibility of
making it to the Hall of Fame.
His track record has not
been good at all. Just look at all
the discrepancies he has had on
all the teams that he has played
for. Basically the Bills did not
sink a lot of money into signing
him. He is on the downside of
his career and at this point no
one else will gamble on Owens
so if it were me I would shut up
and play ball. With all that
being said the handwriting is
on the wall for Terrell Owens,
who could end in the Hall of
Shame!

Jets Match Elam's
One-Year,
$1.5M Deal

NEW YORK (AP) - The
Jets have matched the
Cleveland Browns' offer sheet
to safety Abram Elam, keeping
him in New York's secondary.
Elam was an unrestricted
free agent who started nine
games last season, his second
with the Jets. Browns coach
Eric Mangini already has
signed four of his former Jets
players, and Cleveland signed
Elam to an offer sheet last
week, reportedly for one year

and $1.5 million, that New
York matched Tuesday.
The 27-year-old Elam had
56 tackles and returned an
interception 92 yards for a
touchdown at Buffalo in Week
9. He also had three forced
fumbles, including one that led
to Shaun Ellis' fumble return
for the go-ahead score against
the Bills in a 31-27 victory in
Week 16. Elam also had 11
special teams tackles.

Lawson Could Miss
Tourney Opener

CHAPEL HILL, N.C.
(AP) - Ty Lawson's troublesome toe could keep North
Carolina's speedy point guard
sidelined for the Tar Heels'
NCAA tournament opener.
Coach Roy Williams says
the Atlantic Coast Conference
player of the year must
p r a c t i c e Tu e s d a y a n d
Wednesday in order to play in
Thursday's NCAA matchup
against Radford. Lawson has
been hobbled since injuring his
right big toe before the regular-

season finale against Duke, an
injury that sidelined him at last
weekend's ACC tournament.
Williams says Lawson's
recovery is going slower than
he had expected. Lawson said
at the ACC tournament that he
was feeling better after several
days of rest.
The Tar Heels are the top
seed in the South Region and
open the tournament in
Greensboro, N.C., about an
hour from campus.
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FAMU Awards $554,000
In Scholarships During
2009 Bus Tour

Congressman John Lewis
Remembers ‘Bloody Sunday’

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Students and their parents
filled two venues — one in
Gainesville, the other in Fort
Lauderdale, where they were
entertained by Florida A&M
University (FAMU) students
before thirty-two scholarships
were offered on the spot as part
of President James H.
Ammons’ Up Close and
Personal Tour.
Thursday, March 12 in
Gainesville, Ammons started
his three-city road tour, which
was designed to recruit the
best and the brightest and
boost FAMU’s enrollment.
“ We w a n t e d t h e
community to know that we
value academic excellence and
we are willing to reward it,”
said Ammons. “We wanted
those students who worked
hard and excelled to understand that FAMU has the
programs and support systems
in place to give them the competitive edge. Whatever their
future plans is, we told them,
you can get there from here.
Florida A&M University is the
institution that will help you to
discover what you can
become.”
In Fort Lauderdale,
Ammons awarded the first
Life-Gets-Better Scholarship
during the tour to Krystan
McAulay, a student at North
Miami Beach Senior High
School. This is FAMU’s top

scholarship that covers tuition,
room, board and books while
providing a stipend for miscellaneous expenses. This scholarship, valued at $80,000, also
includes summer internships
and a laptop computer.
“This is what I needed,”
said McAulay, who plans to
major in biology. “I live with
my grandparents and they
don’t work. I didn’t want to
incur a lot of loan debt so I am
really excited about this opportunity. It is a blessing.”
At Springhill Missionary
Baptist Church in Gainesville,
more than four hundred people
attended the reception where
the FAMU Connection, which
comprises of a group of
students, told FAMU’s story
through song and dance. Ten
students received full scholarships and five partial scholarships were offered ranging
from $8,000 to $24,000 over a
four-year period. The scholarships were awarded based on
the students meeting the SAT,
ACT and grade point average
requirements.
On Friday, t h e FAM U
Connection performed at Palm
Beach Lakes High School
where one student received a
full scholarship. Ten partial
scholarships were awarded
ranging from $ 4 , 0 0 0 t o
$16,000. At the reception in
Fort Lauderdale that evening,
Ammons awarded a Life-Gets-

Better Scholarship and eleven
partial scholarships ranging
from $8,000 to $80,000.
Three of the partial scholarships were awarded to
community college students.
“It was a great tour,” said
Ammons. “It gave us an
opportunity to recruit some of
the best and brightest students
the state of Florida has to offer.
“I believe we achieved what
we set out to do. We wanted
students and their parents to
know that even though these
are tough economic times for
many, FAMU has made a commitment to the academically
talented.”
In addition to recruitment
activities, Ammons participated in several meetings targeted
at advancing the university.
He had a corporate visit at
Florida Power and Light and
met with management at NBC
6 in Miramar. He also met
with the editorial boards at
the Miami Herald and the
Florida Sun-Sentinel.
“We are grateful for all of
the support that we received
from alumni in Gainesville and
Broward County, supporters
and friends,” said Ammons.
Alumni in Gainesville and
Broward County, along with
p ers o n n el at l o cal s ch o o l
districts, assisted university
officials in informing qualified
students about the education
receptions.

Jacksonville WWII Vets
Help Younger Vets
BY BRIDGET MURPHY
FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

JACKSONVILLE (AP) Six decades after her wartime
service, the Army trumpeter’s
fingers glide across a new
instrument.
This time it is a Smith
C o r o n a P e r s o n a l Wo r d
Processor, something Louise
Byrd has been using in a
different kind of concert for
some of her own.
During World War II, the
Jacksonville woman performed
at war bond rallies up and down
the East Coast, helping to
recruit and entertain troops as a
member of the Women’s Army
Corps.
Today, the 87-year-old
military pioneer’s oath of
service remains strong even
after her husband has died, her
children have grown and her
home for the past eight years
has been in a retirement
community.
The word processor is in a
spare bedroom in her villa
where she’s been busy typing
l e t t e rs to ar ea b usiness
managers. Byrd tells them how
she is part of a local group of
sixteen female veterans, most in
their 80s and 90s, who are
trying to help homeless vets.
Then she appeals for businesses
to do what they can for those
struggling to return to regular
life after military service.
It all started last summer.
Byrd and neighbor Martha Burt,
another 87-year-old vet and
widow, saw the health care
facility for homeless veterans a
few blocks from their retirement

village.
Being pioneers, they had no
problem marching up to the
door and asking if they could
help.
Donna Liggins, a social
worker at the nearby Health
Care for Homeless Veterans,
told them she was happy to
accept whatever assistance they
and other members of Chapter
56 of the Women’s Army Corps
Veterans’ Association could
offer.
That’s when Byrd’s letter
writing began.
“Since we have limited
funds,” she wrote to business
managers, “we are appealing to
you for assistance in aiding
these veterans who have served
our country.’’
She asked for everything
from underwear and other
clothing to wallets, shaving
supplies and toothpaste.
Many found it impossible to
say no and sent Byrd gift cards
for the vets up the road. She
passed on the $420 worth of gift
cards to Liggins, along with
forty shirts and 10 pairs of pants
that businesses also donated for
the veterans.
Many are fighting addictions or mental health problems
as they work to transition into
lives where steady employment
and a permanent address are
realities.
Case managers at Health
Care for Homeless Veterans
refer c lients t o d o ct o rs ,
substance abuse programs and
employment services. They also
help place veterans in housing.
Liggins said donations that
Chapter 56 collected went to

dress
about
“three-dozen
veterans”, including ones who
wore their outfit to a job
interview.
But the former, Cpl. Byrd
Chapter 56’s secretary, and the
former Cpl. Burt 56s president,
didn’t stop there. The ladies
organized a sock drive around
the holidays last year, collecting
fifty-two pairs they sent along
with toiletries for their fellow
service members.
Working with another local
grass-roots charity, the ladies
arranged for five veterans to get
bicycles in February.
Each month, Burt also
brings 5 pounds of hard candy
to the facility, a small aid in the
battle that some of the vets face
breaking away from drug and
alcohol abuse.
Now the ladies are aiming
to collect household items like
linens and dishes for veterans
who are moving into empty
apartments after living on the
streets.
When you ask the ladies
why they are doing this at a time
in their lives, when they rightly
could be eating chocolates in
their village’s lawn gazebos or
playing poker in the community
room, they answer like this:
“Because we’re all service
people and they need help now.
And we’re sitting here in the lap
of luxury. There’s something
close and something small we
can participate in.’’
An d s o k ey s t ro k e-b y keystroke, the letter writing
continues on the Smith Corona,
a finale for the veterans among
them who perhaps need their
service the most.

BY CARLA K. PEAY
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM THE
WASHINGTON INFORMER

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - A day
so violent in the history of the civil
rights movement has become
known as “Bloody Sunday”.
March 7, 1965, the day that State
and local police attacked six
hundred civil rights marchers with
tear gas and billy clubs in Selma.
It was the first day of the Selma
Marches and it was a day that
helped spark civil rights
movements across the country.
On the 44 anniversary of
Bloody Sunday this year, black
leaders returned to Selma to
remember that day.
“Because of what you did, we
got the voting rights act in 1965.
Because of what you did, Barack
Obama is the President of the
United States,” said Congressman
John Lewis (D-Ga.), who
marched in Selma that day and
suffered blows to his head by a
police baton.
“Today, forty-four years later
as we march, we remember Rev.
Hosea Williams, and Martin
Luther King, and countless
nameless others who stood in
those immovable lines at the
courthouse.”
Recollections of those times
were passed down from the late
Williams, who marched at Selma,
to his daughter, Elizabeth
Omilami.
“What you’ve passed on has
blood on it. It’s not clean. There
was blood on the leaves and black
bodies hanging from trees,”
Omilami said.
Sirius radio host Mark
Thompson attended the anniversary commemoration, and
reflected on what the moment
means for black Americans.
“Selma is an annual pilgrimage for me, much like Mecca is for
Muslims. Bloody Sunday was a
Christ event in that blood was shed
for America’s redemption. This 44
anniversary of Bloody Sunday
holds special significance because
without Selma, the 44 president
would not be an AfricanAmerican,” Thompson said.
Thompson was praised by

Congressman John Lewis

Omilami as the type of person her
late father’s struggle helped to
inspire. Thompson reflected on
the anniversary as another
“Obama moment.”
“This is the second Obama
Moment in our nation’s history,”
Thompson said. “The first was
immediately after reconstruction
when a former slave became
Congressman and there were over
two thousand black elected
officials in the South alone. But
the backlash against our postCivil War political gains brought
about Jim Crow, the dismantling
of reconstruction and the loss of
the franchise. This period is
known as the Nadir in American
race relations. It took Bloody
Sunday a hundred years later to
restore the franchise.”
Thompson, who hosts the
show “Make it Plain” and is a
twenty-year veteran of news and
political talk radio, is also an
activist for the NAACP and a
community leader in the District.
“Today, we see the same
backlash as we saw during
Reconstruction. Whether it’s Sen.
John McCain’s campaign rallies,
Rush Limbaugh or New York Post
editorial cartoons, this is history
repeating itself. Let’s not celebrate

Obama so much that we are not
prepared to confront the second
Nadir,” Thompson said.
Also present at the Selma
anniversary were Attorney
General Eric Holder, who renewed
the Administration’s commitment
to the Voting Rights Act, and
Peggy Wallace Kennedy, the
daughter of former Alabama Gov.
George Wallace. Wallace, a fourterm governor, was best known for
his belief in segregation between
the races. So passionate about the
attempt at desegregation, Wallace
stood in front of the Foster
Auditorium at the University of
Alabama to prevent two black
students, James Hood and Vivian
Malone, from entering.
“Her, Kennedy, decision to
march across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge with us was a remarkably
healing moment,” Thompson
said.
But while progress has been
made, Lewis urged that the fight
for equality is far from over.
“To those who have gone on,
and are looking down at us, they
are saying “keep marching,”
Lewis said. “Keep hanging in
there, keep pushing and keep
pulling until we make America
what America should be.”

Lowery Recovering Well

(NNPA) - The Rev. Joseph
Lowery, known as the Dean of the
Civil Rights Movement, collapsed
Sunday after delivering the 123
anniversary sermon at the historic
Ebenezer Baptist Church in
Atlanta.
The civil rights icon, who
stood before the world and prayed
a verse of the black National
Anthem at the inauguration of
President Barack Obama, is

JUSTICE

continued from front page

sination, to seek equality and
justice by becoming a lawyer. He
graduated from the Columbia
University School of Law in
1972. He served as vice president
and general counsel for the
Seminole Employment and
Economic Development
Corporation from 1974 to 1976.
He then went into private practice
for 21 years, serving as a partner
and senior partner at various
Central Florida law firms.
“Judge Perry’s breadth of
legal experience and civil rights
record make him an ideal choice
for this post,” said Gov. Crist. “I
trust he will have the courage to

expected to be released from the
hospital Monday. He reportedly
spent the night for observation
because of dizziness.
Lowery is scheduled to be
honored as a lifetime achiever
during Black Press Week, the 182
anniversary of the Black Press of
America this week. The award is
being bestowed by the
National Newspaper Publishers
Association Foundation March 19

during the organization’s annual
Newsmaker of the Year Awards
Gala. Lowery this week issued a
statement saying he was grateful
for the many prayers and calls in
response to news of his illness.
Lowery, eighty seven, cofounded the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference alongside
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who
was a pastor of Ebenezer.

make decisions that preserve the
integrity and equality of our
justice system.”
Judge Perry lives in Sanford
with his wife of 37 years, Dr.
Adrienne M. Perry, a Stetson
University professor and they
have three grown children. Judge
Perry was named the 2006
Outstanding Jurist by the
Seminole County Bar
Association, and in 2005 he
received the Martin Luther King
Jr. Drum Major Award for Social
Justice. He received the NAACP
H u m a n i t a r i a n Aw a r d f o r
Seminole County in 1995 and for
Orange County in 1998. He is
founder and president of the
Jackie Robinson Sports
Association, a baseball league

that serves approximately 650 atrisk children and is the largest of
its kind in the nation.
“I am honored and grateful
for the support and confidence of
Gov. Charlie Crist in naming me
to the highest court in our state,”
said Judge Perry. “I believe the
strength of the justice system lies
in its checks and balances, and a
strong and independent judiciary
is the cornerstone of our
democracy. I will work every day
to maintain the integrity of the
Florida justice system and of our
state Constitution.”
Judge Perry will fill the
vacancy left by the retirement of
Justice Charles Wells, who served
on the Florida Supreme Court
since 1994.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

(to book your travel engagements)

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

(727) 686-9356

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Bishop
Raymond T.
Baker, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...............................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship..................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

THE ROCK

(727) 327-8708

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

NOW AVAILABLE!

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

OF

SERVICES

Sunday

McCabe United Methodist Church

Place Your Church Here!

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

This Space! 727-896-2922

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Call Today To Reserve

Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL
727-896-2922

A Discipleship Making Community

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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• Friday Night, 7:00 p.m., New Artist Showcase
• Saturday Morning, 8:30 a.m., Workshops
• Saturday Night, 6:00 p.m., Conference Musical featuring The Clark Sisters
• Sunday Night, 5:00 p.m., Concert Finale featuring Kierra “Kiki” Sheard
Sponsor Opportunities • VIP Sponsor Luncheon with The Clark Sisters
Vendor Opportunities • Preferred Seating for Registered Delegates at all events

